
Localization at USAID



2

Localization at USAID

Localization is the set of internal 

reforms, actions, and behavior 

changes USAID is undertaking to 

ensure our work puts local actors in 

the lead, strengthens local systems, 

and is responsive to local 

communities.

Source: www.usaid.gov/localization
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Localization Pillars

1. Adapt policies & programs
– Locally led development
– Local systems practice
– Local capacity strengthening

2. Shift power to local actors to ensure meaningful seat at table 
– Inclusive development

3. Channel a larger portion of assistance directly to local actors.
– Assistance & acquisition  

4. Serve as a public advocate and thought leader. 
– Global engagement

https://www.usaid.gov/documents/what-locally-led-development-fact-sheet
https://www.usaid.gov/policy/local-capacity-strengthening#:~:text=What%20is%20Local%20Capacity%20Strengthening,valued%20and%20sustainable%20development%20outcomes.
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Approach: Locally Led Development

Source: What is Locally Led Development

https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/What_is_Locally_Led_Development_Fact_Sheet.pdf
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Approach: Local Systems Practice

Source: The 5Rs in the Program CycleSource: USAID Local Systems Framework Policy

https://usaidlearninglab.org/library/5rs-framework-program-cycle
https://www.usaid.gov/policy/local-systems-framework


1 Start with the local system.

2 
Strengthen diverse capacities
through diverse approaches.

3 Plan for and measure performance 
improvement in collaboration with 
local partners.

4 
Align capacity strengthening 
with local priorities.

5 
Appreciate and build on existing 
capacities.

6
Be mindful of and mitigate the 
unintended consequences of our 
support for local capacity 
strengthening.

7 Practice mutuality with local
partners.

PRINCIPLES FOR EQUITABLE PARTNERSHIPS
IN LOCAL CAPACITY STRENGTHENING

PRINCIPLES FOR EFFECTIVE PROGRAMMING 
OF LOCAL CAPACITY STRENGTHENING

LCS Policy PrinciplesApproach: Local Capacity Strengthening 

Source: www.usaid.gov/policy/local-capacity-strengthening
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